MATERIALS AND METHODS
The study was conducted on 296 school-age children selected from 26 communities in proportion to their population size. The basis for selection of the children was by ethnicity (they had to belong to the tribe and had to have reliable birth dates). The Yaquis inhabit a geographical area that has 26 communities . These communities vary in size, with the number of inhabitants coinciding with the degree of development of public services and health facilities. For analysis sake, they were divided into three categories by the number of inhabitants: <350 Tables (15) . Data management statistical analysis. Field and laboratory data were collected on pre-coded forms. Raw data for anthropometry and biochemical values were verified and entered into a personal computer with the Microsoft Excel program . Anthropometric variables were calculated using the world Health Organization international growth reference (16) with computer subroutines provided by the U . S. Center for Disease Control. Dietary data was processed with a computer program developed at our center, ALIM 10,000 (17) . Vitamin A variables, serum retinol and carotenoids were tested for normality by Skewness, Kurtosis and Omnibus residuals . Variance was tested by the Modified-Levene equal variance test. Kruskal-Wallis one-way analysis of variance was used to determine the differences by community size, and the difference between medians was evaluated by Z-value and Bonferoni tests. These procedures, as well as the descriptive analysis, were analyzed with the NCSS 6.0.2 Statistical System (Kassville, Utah, USA , 1995). By the same token, serum carotenoid levels, which reflect recent intake rather than stores, were significantly higher (p<0.001) in large communities than in small and mid-size communities (Table 2) . A dietary analysis (Table 3) showed that the basic food staples were wheat flour tortillas, pinto beans, corn tortillas, some animal products in relative small quantities and infrequent use of fresh vegetables. median, the 10th and 90th percentiles, were almost identical. For females, the median and the 10th percentile, were 0.3 and 0.6g/L lower, respectively, in the Yaquis than in NHANES II. The iron status of the 296 children (Table 6) showed that only 4 were classified as anemic, two of which had iron deficiency anemia. Iron-deficient erithropoiesis was observed in 7.8% of the children and iron depletion in only 4.4%.
RESULTS

Anthropometric
DISCUSSION
The anthropometric evaluation showed a low prevalence of height deficit, similar to that of the general population of the state of Sonora. 
